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1. Context: Harlow Sculpture Town 

 
Harlow is one of 27 original New Towns that resulted from the post war Labour 
government’s 1946 New Towns Act. Access to culture and heritage was an 
important part of this nationwide regeneration strategy, and Harlow is a prime 
example of this. The town’s Master Planner Sir Frederick Gibberd was a lifelong art 
enthusiast and collector: his was a town where “the creative arts were to be valued 
and given an important role in the community” (Frederick Gibberd, Harlow: Story of 
A New Town, 1980)  
 
Gibberd established Harlow Art Trust in 1953 with the mission to beautify the town 
by purchasing and maintaining public works of art. Today – nearly 70 years on – in 
the main squares and precincts, in numerous public buildings, schools and quiet 
residential corners, over 90 public sculptures by artists both world-famous and 
lesser known, are to be found. The Trust oversees the interpretation and 
maintenance of existing sculptures. It also works with commissioning bodies as an 
agent, supporting the delivery of new public art in the town.  
 
As the town has matured, the heritage value of the collection is increasingly 
recognised nationally and internationally. There are now six Grade II listed works in 
total, four of which were awarded status by Historic England in 2017. Henry Moore’s 
iconic Harlow Family Group (1956) looks out from the foyer of the Civic Centre onto 
the Water Gardens where Dame Elisabeth Frink’s marvellous bronze Boar (1970) 
stands not far from Auguste Rodin’s Eve (1882). Close by, in the town centre, are 
works by Ralph Brown, F.E. McWilliam and Lynn Chadwick. Dame Barbara Hepworth’s 
eight-foot-tall Contrapuntal Forms, commissioned for the 1951 Festival of Britain, is 
sited a little further afield in the Glebelands housing estate. Harlow Sculpture Town 
is the brand used to promote the nationally significant collection as a visitor 
attraction to a wide audience.  
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2. The Site 

 
St Mary’s Little Parndon is a church located to the north and western part of Harlow 
New Town, at the end of a small rural lane. There is an industrial estate to the east, 
and the land to the south is currently being developed by Kier Living into a 125-
home new estate called Ram Gorse Park. From 1955-2017, this land was the site of 
the Harlow Rugby Club, one of the founding clubs of the New Town. The club has 
since moved to its new home at Latton Park. Six new streets have been named 
after six active members of the club to honour its legacy as an important 
community asset. 
 
There has probably been a church on this site as early as the 12th century. The 
present building dates to 1868. Construction was mainly funded by L.W. Arkwright, 
a descendent of Sir Richard Arkwright, inventor of the spinning frame and father of 
the modern industrial factory system. The church is also notable for the headstone 
from the grave of Hester Woodley (d.1767), which is mounted inside the church on 
the south wall of the nave. Woodley arrived in Harlow from St Kitts during the 
1700s as a house slave to the Woodley family, which owned sugar plantations in 
the West Indies. The headstone erected in her memory would have been an 
extraordinary gesture and extremely unusual for a slave. The year of her death 
coincided with the year in which Granville Sharp started his campaign to abolish 
slavery. 
 

3. Project Aims 
	
In addition to an original gate between St Mary’s 
churchyard at Parndon Mill Lane, there is now a 
new gateway entrance to the Churchyard from 
the Kier Living housing development site (see 
figure 1.) The new gate will be the threshold 
between the Churchyard and a children’s 
playground. It will make an invaluable community 
asset accessible to a new community in Harlow.  
 
As part of Kier Living’s Section 106 commitment 
to public art, the developers are working with St 
Mary’s Church and Harlow Art Trust to 
commission an artistic re-interpretation of the 
church gate ‘throwover’, the metal structure 

Figure 1. The new gateway between 
playground and churchyard. 



 
 
Harlow Art Trust c/0 The Gibberd Gallery 
Civic Centre 
The Water Gardens 
Harlow 
CM20 1WG 

 
Tel: 01279 446404 

 
Harlow Art Trust is a 
registered charity 
(no.212559) 

 

 

seen bridging two gateposts in figures 2 and 3. The consortium is also keen to 
deliver a second throwover for the existing entrance to the Churchyard from 
Parndon Mill Lane, however this is currently dependent on further funding. Selected 
artists will be required to design two throwovers, but at this stage should expect to 
deliver only one of these. The successful design will create visual interest and 
respond to the site’s rich heritage, as outlined above.   
 

 
4. Considerations 

 
− A total of £36,400 will be available for the commissioned artwork. This 

budget must include materials, fabrication, and installation on site.  
− The artist must demonstrate awareness of Harlow’s cultural legacy and the 

sculpture collection that their design will become a part of.  Additionally, the 
design must recognise its purpose as an entrance to a churchyard and the 
dignity that one would expect such a structure to show out of respect for 
the enclosed space and its function. 

− The artwork must be secure, weatherproof and easily maintained. We 
welcome proposals which include lighting in the overall design, as did the 
original throwover.  
 

Figure 2. The throwover photographed in 
1968 

Figure 3. Newlyweds in front of the 
church gate. 1945. 
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5. Application Requirements 
 
The attached application form should be downloaded and completed and sent 
together with a maximum of 5 photos of previous relevant work (hard copy only) 
to: 

Kate Harding, Harlow Art Trust 
The Gibberd Gallery, Civic Centre 
Harlow, Essex 
CM20 1WG 

 
N.B. Applicants should not submit design concepts for this project at this stage.  
 
Applications must arrive by 23:59 on 3rd June 2019. Please note that applicants will 
not be considered for this project if they only provide a link to their website. All 
correspondence will be acknowledged by email and note photographs will not be 
returned.  
 

6. Timetable 
 
Monday 3rd 
June, 23:59 
 

Deadline for applications 
 

Thursday 6th 
June 

Four shortlisted artists will be notified and asked to develop 
site-specific ideas in the form of drawings and models. Artists 
will receive £500 after their presentation to the panel. 
 

Thursday 27th 
June 
 

Four artists to present to the panel proposals for artwork 
 

Thursday 4th 
July 

Artists notified of decision  
Technical, safety, and installation issues addressed 
Timeline agreed 
Contract exchanged 
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NUMBER

TOTAL

5

SCHEDULE OF UNITS

EV
EVERSDEN - 4 BED HOUSE  (1490sqft.) 

1.8m HIGH OVERALL CLOSE BOARD FENCE

GENERALLY TIMBER POSTS AND GRAVEL BOARDS

1.8m HIGH SCREEN WALL.

1.8m HIGH LOCKABLE GATE TO ALL SHARED AND PRIVATE REAR ACCESS

PROPOSED TREE AND SHRUB PLANTING STRATEGY

BLOCK PAVING

EXISTING TREE

GRASS

HANDED UNIT

ARD HOUSE TYPE REFERENCE NUMBER

(h)

EXISTING TREE TO BE REMOVED

OPEN MARKET

3DEB
DEBDEN - 4 BED HOUSE  (1371sqft.) 

5ARD
ARDLEIGH - 4 BED HOUSE  (1274sqft.) 

2PA-S
PALMERSTON SPECIAL - 3 BED HOUSE  (1360sqft.) 

18PA
PALMERSTON  - 3 BED HOUSE  (1117sqft.) 

16DER
DERSINGHAM  - 3 BED HOUSE  (971sqft.) 

9BUL
BULLINGTON  - 3 BED HOUSE  (947sqft.) 

11ELK
ELKINGTON  - 3 BED HOUSE  (792sqft.) 

10SH
SHELLEY  - 2 BED HOUSE  (688sqft.) 

62BF
2 BED FLAT  (673sqft.) 

AFFORDABLE

34BH-A
4 BED 6 PERSON HOUSE  (1041sqft.) 

23BH-C
3 BED 5 PERSON HOUSE  (934sqft.) 

163BH-A
3 BED 5 PERSON HOUSE  (906sqft.) 

132BH-A
2 BED 4 PERSON HOUSE  (798sqft.) 

62BF
2 BED 3 PERSON FLAT  (673sqft.) 

40TOTAL

125OVERALL TOTAL

(SO)  -  SHARED OWNERSHIP

(R)     -  RENTED

FACADES THAT REQUIRE ACOUSTICALLY

UPGRADED GLAZING AND VENTILATORS
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RAM GORSE HARLOW

1-500 SITE LAYOUT

28-02-2017 A.F. FCS
1:500@A1 1555/01 E

A           28-03-2017     PRELIMINARY STATUS REMOVED, BLOCK PAVING UPDATED TO MATCH LATEST

ENGINEERING LAYOUT , ADJUSTMENTS TO PLOTS 28-30, 73 AND 74 FOLLOWING INCREASE IN WIDTH

OF ON PLOT PARKING FOR LIFETIME AFFORDABLE HOMES. PLOTS 115-117 MOVED 600mm AWAY

FROM BACK OF FOOTPATH. PALMERSTON, SHELLEY AND ARDLEIGH FOOTPRINTS UPDATED

B           12-05-2017     SUB STATION AMENDED TOGETHER WITH SCREEN WALL AND BIN STORE FOR

PLOTS 120-125.

C           23-05 2017     HA RENTED AND SHARED OWNERSHIP UNITS INDICATED.

D           30-05-2017     FACADES THAT REQUIRE ACOUSTIC UPGRADES TO GLAZING AND VENTILATORS

INDICATED BY YELLOW LINE

E            09-06-2017    SCREEN WALLS OMITTED AND REPLACED WITH 1.8 CLOSE BOARD FENCE

ADJACENT TO PLOTS 3,7,8,9,23,24,25,27,28,31,38,43,61,62,71,72,78,79,98,100,101,114,115 AND 119.

SCREEN WALL ADDED AND 1.8 CLOSE BOARD FENCE REMOVED ADJACENT TO PLOT 109.
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